[Hungarian experience with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in childhood].
Between 1990 and 2004, 230 children with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) were treated according to the Berlin-Frankfurt-Münster (BFM) protocols (NHL-BFM-90 and -95) in Hungary. The aim of the present study was to summarize our experience with these protocols, to assess the survival rates and to compare the Hungarian data with the international results. The male-to-female ratio was 2.59:1, the mean age at the time of diagnosis was 10 years and 1 month. Ninety-one children had lymphoblastic/T-NHL (LB/T-NHL), 108 B-NHL and 31 anaplastic large cell lymphoma (ALCL). Twenty-eight patients had relapse after a mean time of 13 months from the time of the initial diagnosis. In the above mentioned period, 16 children underwent autologous stem-cell transplantation. Nine patients with B-NHL got anti-CD20 immunotherapy. The five-year overall survival (OS) of our patients is 77.8%+/-3%, the event-free survival (EFS) is 75.1%+/-3%. The 5-year OS and EFS rates were not statistically different in the three histology groups (OS: 71.6%+/-5%, 82.7%+/-4% and 80.3%+/-7%; EFS: 68.7%+/-5%, 81.1%+/-4% and 73.9%+/-8% in LB/T-NHL, B-NHL and ALCL, respectively). We can conclude that non-Hodgkin's lymphoma has a quite good prognosis among the malignant pediatric diseases. The cure rate is over 75%. The Hungarian results are comparable with other international data. In the last five years the mortality during induction was reduced from 10% to 2% and the OS is about 10% better than it was before. In case of relapse or residual disease, therapeutic results can be improved with stem-cell transplantation with or without immunotherapy.